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If the collector by mistake disburses the zakat to other
than its beneficiaries he is not liable for damages if he dis-
burses it to persons whose status is concealed, such as well-
to-do persons; but if he disburses it to persons whose status
he might have known, such as slaves and the Relations,
opinion varies. If it is the property owner who makes this
mistake, opinion varies as regards disbursement to those
whose status is not apparent, but as regards persons whose
status is apparent, he is universally held to be liable for
damages. The collector is treated with greater leniency
because he is occupied with so many more people.1

SECTION II

The 'Ashirs or Collectors on the Public Road
The 'ashirs are the collectors stationed by the im&m on
the public road in order to collect the zakat of Moslem
traders, as well as the tolls imposed on the dhimmi and
harbi traders who pass him. The institution of 'ashirs and
the rules pertaining to their authority are based on the pre-
cedent established by the calif Omar, who appointed fashirs
and instructed them to collect from Moslem traders two
and one-half per cent and from dhimmi traders five per
cent, and who when asked " How much shall we collect
from the harbisl ", said: " How much do the harbis collect
from us ? " When he was told that they collected ten per
cent, he said: " Collect from them ten per cent." Accord-
ing to another report, he said: " Collect from them the rate
that they collect from us "; and when further asked, " If
it is not known what rate they collect?", he answered:
" Collect from them ten per cent" 2

1 Concerning the proper authorities invested with the right of ap-
pointing the collectors and other officials, the persons who may be so
appointed, the duration of their tenure of office, the determination of
their salaries, the manner in which they are appointed, and their right
to appoint substitutes, see Mawardi, pp. 360-6. For the audit of their
accounts, see infra, pp. 498-9.

*Mabst$, p. 199; Yiisuf, p. 76.